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PLUTONIA
BY VLADIMIR  OBRUCHEV, 1915



• Aligns with Russia/the Soviet 
Union’s plan to ‘master the 
north’

• Paints the Arctic as an 
unforgiving, isolated, unpopulated 
space which must be ‘explored’ 
and ‘excavated’ by scientists. 

• The scientists on the expedition 
represent dominion over nature 
– they kill or capture every 
creature they find. 

• When they reach the final level 
of the hollow Earth, they meet 
prehistoric humans – the book 
presents a dichotomy between 
the ‘civilized’ scientists and the 
‘unscientific’ early people. An illustration from Plutonia



Collapsed building due to permafrost thaw in Chersky, Yakutia





THE PLEISTOCENE PARK
(ARTIST ’ S  RENDIT ION)



Mammoth discovered in Yakutia in 2012 – a female named ‘Buttercup’ (NEFU, 2012)





DID NOT

END WELL!!!



THE PLEISTOCENE PARK
(WHAT IT  ACTUALLY LOOKS L IKE )



THE MAMONTOGIST’S TALE
BY MATTHEW CHRULEW, 2015

Illustration from The Mamontogist’sTale (Makers Mgmt, 2015)



• A post-apocalyptic future tale where it 

seems that most humans and their 

technologies no longer exist.

• The mammoth is worshipped as a god 

by a tribe of hunter-gatherers.

• A living techno-mammoth is discovered 

at the ruins of the ‘Plastic Park’ (aka 

Pleistocene Park)!

• Chrulew’s story is at once a bleaker 

but also more hopeful imaginary of 

agency and kinship that refuses the 

human mastery and control over the 

planet.



CONCLUSIONS

• What can science fiction stories about mammoths tell us about the de-

extinction of the mammoth and the Pleistocene Park’s attempt to 

mitigate thawing permafrost?

• The Pleistocene Park sits at the intersection of the historic Plutonia and 

the speculative Mamontogist’sTale:

• - Plutonia constructs mammoths as scientific objects to be conquered 

and controlled, with man as the owner of the Earth – is this the aim of 

Pleistocene Park?

• - The Mamontogist’sTale offers a more imaginative and expansive future 

in which new natures and new forms of kin are formed from 

apocalypse.



Thank you!


