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Applying Nordic countries’ experience to building Russian Arctic cities’ sustainable environmental development strategies


The paper discusses how the Nordic countries’ best practices can be used in planning Russian Arctic urban sustainable environmental development strategies (SEDS). The following criteria for effective planning strategies are identified:
· Whether the city leadership is able to acknowledge the need for SEDS planning or not?

· Whether a special strategy planning office exists in an Arctic city or not?

· Whether a proper legal basis for SEDS, including power-sharing with the federal and regional governments is developed or not?

· Whether transparency of the planning process as well as public input/community engagement are ensured or not?
· Is an Arctic city’s development strategy based on public-private partnerships? 

· Whether the city development programs have clearly defined goals, outcomes/expectations and implementation strategies, including indicators and benchmarks?

· Are the priorities for a city’s SEDS clearly and properly defined?

· Are the means to implement city’s SEDS identified?

· Whether alternative routes are evaluated or not?

· Whether responsibilities are assigned to specific actors and standards of performance are developed or nor?
· Is SEDS tailored for each Arctic city/town?

· Is there a balance between SEDS and other two major components of sustainable development strategy – economic and human/social ones?
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